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IN TRIBUT_ El

EDWARD E. "EDDIE" PRINGLE

CHIEF JUSTICE, PROFESSOR EMERITUS,
RESPECTED FRIEND
Dedication to Edward E. "Eddie" Pringle
1914-2002
KIOWA K_ ENGWIS'
The Water Law Review humbly dedicates its Spring 2002 issue to
the extraordinary life of the late Edward E. "Eddie" Pringle; Colorado
Supreme Court Chief Justice, Professor, friend and loved one. Known
for his good nature and clarity in analysis and writing, Edward Pringle
made a number of enduring contributions to the Colorado judicial
system, Colorado water law, and legal scholarship.
Edward Pringle spent all but the first four years of his life in
Colorado, graduating from North High School at sixteen and the
University of Colorado School of Law at twenty-two. Over his eightyseven years he contributed to our nation's efforts in World War II,
overhauled the Colorado judicial system, made himself available to
answer-in plain English-questions about rulings during his
eighteen-year tenure on the Colorado Supreme Court, and shared his
love for the law and lucid writing within the walls of the University of
Denver College of Law.
In 1958 former governor Steve McNichols appointed Edward
Pringle as a Denver District Court Judge, and three years later as a
Supreme CourtJustice. Between 1961 and 1979, Edward Pringle spent
nine years as Chief Justice, a position that he used to broker an era of
unprecedented judicial reform. Chief Justice Pringle is credited with
re-establishing the Colorado Court of Appeals, and implementing the
code of judicial conduct, the judicial disciplinary committee and
planning council, continuing legal and judicial education programs,
and judicial selection reforms. At all times Justice Pringle insisted on
increasing transparency between the judicial system and the public.
Justice Pringle was also a key figure in shaping Colorado water
law, formulating two vital statutes during his tenure-the 1965
Colorado Ground Water Determination Act and the 1969 Colorado
Water Rights Determination Act. Most of the water rights-related cases
brought before the Pringle court pertained to the interpretation of the
1965 and 1969 Acts, with an emphasis on the tenuous relationship
In 1970, in
between vested rights and maximum utilization.
Fundingslandv. Colorado Ground Water Commission, Chief Justice Pringle
considered the long-term impacts on groundwater withdrawal from
designated groundwater basins and decided in favor of a "modified"
prior appropriations system. Fundingsland ushered in an era of
Kiowa K. Engwis became a staff member on the University of Denver Water Law
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"controlled depletion" of groundwater by establishing threshold
depletion standards. The 1969 Act is considered closely in Kuiper v.
Well Owners where the Supreme Court upheld the authority of the
1969 regulations. Well Owners, issued two years after the 1969 Act,
authorized the phase-out ofjunior wells unless a plan of augmentation
was submitted showing no affect on senior surface appropriators.
Fundingsland and Well Owners, through Justice Pringle, worked to
recognize the validity of both the 1965 and 1969 Acts.
After retiring from the Supreme Court in 1979, Edward Pringle
sought a different form of leadership at the University of Denver
College of Law. He shared his enthusiasm for legal training as the
director for the University's new legal research and writing program.
That program served as a model for establishing research and writing
programs for first-year students at law schools nationwide. Professor
Pringle continued to serve the University after retirement as Professor
Emeritus-keeping his door open for legal and philosophical debates
with both faculty and students.
Edward Pringle is remembered fondly in the press as "a jurist
who could evolve and change with the times while fighting fiercely to
ensure that public passion or prejudice would not compromise the
rights of individual defendants," and as a man of gentle humor and a
cheerful outlook. Perhaps the most enduring memory of Edward
Pringle is the stained glass hanging in the Colorado Supreme Court
Building, where his likeness stands above the words "honesty and
integrity."
This tribute could never fully capture the accomplishments of
a man who was summarized as "one of the nicest, most interesting
persons to ever trod the streets of Denver. Deeply devoted to the law,
his family, his friends, his state and nation, there is nothing ordinary
about this man."
This issue of the Water Law Review is for you, Edward E. "Eddie"
Pringle, for being extraordinary.
Edward Pringle's life inspired many people. If you would like to
contribute to his memory, donations can be made to the Edward Pringle
Scholarship Fund at the University of Denver College of Law or to the Allied
Jewish Federation.

